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in life Bad mustered strong to express their opinions on the various burning problems
affecting the life of Indian women.
> Amongst the prominent people present were Lady Chinubhal, Lady Vidyagauri,
Srimathi Shardaben Mehta, Lady Tanumati, Dr. Madora, Drs, Sumant and Had-
prasad Desai, Mr. Ramnarayan Pathak and others.
Lady Vidyagauri, in proposing Mrs. Diwan to the chair, eulogised her services to
the cause of women's uplift and expressed the hope that she would give the best in
her to the services of Gujerati women.
Presidential Address
Mrs.  Indumati Diwan in the course of her presidential address said :—
Sisters and Brothers,—-! beg to tendtr, at the '.outset, my most sincere gratitude
and thanks to you for having selected me to guide your deliberations this evening.
Education is the bed-rock on which is based the re-construction of society and
its cultural attainments. Look at Russia I Not only primary but even secondary
education in Russia is free and compulsory.
^ To-day in our country, nearly ten lakhs of children are receiving their education in
primary and secondary schools and colleges of which only 8 per cent receive their
training in the higher classes of primary schools, in secondary schools and colleges.
It means that a vast majority receive very nominal education. The figures of those
receiving higher education are simply deplorable.
The present educational system has been specially contrived for those who desire
to be clerks, pleaders, doctors, engineers, and teachers. The Government finds crares
of rupees for military expenditure and yet for the education of the rural population
which amounts to 77 per cent it finds no money.
If a selection is to be made between the two sexes for education may I venture to
say, from the view point of our present and future renaissance, I would certainly
demand a preference for our sex.
child-marriage
Our present institution of marriage has proved a great handicap in our develop-
ment and progress. At the tender age of twelve and thirteen when a girl can iiardly
be said to come out of her teens and when her sister in other countries of the same
age knows nothing but gay enjoyments and innocent games and her education, she
is sent away to her husband to shoulder the responsibilities of his house. She has
hardly been trained for it. And what is the result ? You find that her physical
development is stopped and the poor creature is crushed under the heavy load of
hei household troubles.
We, in India, are faced by a terrible death-toll among children. The child
death-rate in India is comparably much higher than in other countries. The cause
of this terrible toll can be traced to the ignorance of the girl mothers, If any
religion sanctions child marriage, I would make bold to say that the religion needs
to be overhauled because the religion is nothing if not the creation of the time.
The woman in the Hindu Society has been dislodged from her rightful status. Slie
doet not hold to-day that position in the family that she rightly ought to.
In our present day arrangement, the man earns the bread and subsequently
enjoys supremacy over the woman. The woman labours the whole day in looking
after his house and his children. In the new organisation, the man shall be required
to share the responsibilities both of the household and children.
More deplorable is the lot of a widow in our society inasmuch as she can claim
no inheritance in the family estates if she has no Issue.
The new woman must now begin to earn to acquire economic independence.
She will thus make herself more useful to the society ; and will contribute her mite
to the nation's prosperity.
It is very essential that the outlook of woman should undergo a radical change.
To-day women themselves believe that it is proper for them to do certain work and
improper to do others. From the very infancy they are taught to look upon them-
selves as weak and defenceless, that every woman must perforce marry, that it is
dangerous to remain unmarried. This inferiority complex must be got rid
There is a great need in our public life of a large number of women social

